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The Walker Fire Control of the Model 
700 has a unique design feature that 
is different from any other fire 
control in the world.  It has a 
“trigger connector” which is pressed 
into contact with the trigger body 
solely through the force of a 
trigger spring.
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A component called the 
“sear” holds back the firing 
pin and prevents the rifle 
from firing, theoretically, 
until the trigger is pulled.
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The sear is supported 
by the trigger 
connector until the 
trigger is pulled.
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As early as 1943 the concept of the 
trigger connector was explored by 
Remington for a predecessor model 
to the 700, the Model 721.  However, 
even as conceived, Remington 
realized that the connector would 
separate from the trigger.
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Remington learned in early 
1947 just as the Walker Fire 
Control was being released 
to production that a “very 
dangerous” condition 
existed.
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The Walker Fire Control was 
released for production in 
March of 1948.  After three field 
complaints of rifles firing when 
the safety was released, a new 
design was proposed in August 
of 1948 to add a trigger block to 
force full engagement of the 
sear. 
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The field complaints prompted 
three new suggested designs to 
“eliminate any theoretical 
possibility of the gun firing when 
the safety is moved to the ‘off’ 
position.”
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Instead, while noting, “Our 
usual potential liability for 
the safety of our product is 
somewhat augmented”, the 
original design was retained.  
“Pending receipt of further 
complaints from the field.”
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Remington knew the risks 
of a “Sear lift safety.” 
“Foreign material” in the 
fire control, or “a bad 
trigger fit,” can cause 
the trigger to “stick.”
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If this occurs, “When the 
Safety is released, there is 
nothing to support the Sear, 
so the rifle fires off safe.”
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In the 1970’s, Remington 
experimented with new 
designs that were designed 
to eliminate the dangerous 
condition. 
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One project explored the 
use of a “trigger block” 
safety as an alternative 
to the “sear lift” safety.
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The Trigger Block Safety 
is the “ultimate safety.”
The Trigger Block Safety 
is the “ultimate safety.”
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One design change 
explored the 
elimination of the 
Trigger Connector.
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“Potential Improvements” 
to bolt action rifles were 
also considered in the 
1980’s.

“Potential Improvements” 
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Remington again considered 
a “blocked trigger.”
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Remington again considered 
removing the “trigger 
connector.”
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Even the original designer 
of the Walker Fire Control, 
Mike Walker, weighed in on 
the future of his design,  
“Please don’t bring out a 
new bolt action without a 
fool proof safety.”
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Mr. Walker wanted a “trigger-
blocking safety.”  The same type 
he had proposed in response to 
field complaints in 1948.
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Deposition  of  Merle  Walker,   1/26/11





Any new fire control required 
“preset engagement” to insure 
that the trigger consistently 
reset to support the sear and 
prevent FSR’s.
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Technical improvements also 
included the trigger blocking 
safety recommended by Mr. 
Walker.
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These improvements reached 
“the final design stage.”
These improvements reached 
“the final design stage.”
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Unequivocally, these efforts 
were strictly designed to 
“Eliminate the ‘Fire on Safety 
Release’ Malfunction.”
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In the 1990’s, Remington 
once again considered fixing 
the unsafe condition.

In the 1990’s, Remington 
once again considered fixing 
the unsafe condition.



Remington entered into the 
“Fire Control Business 
Contract” in 1995. 
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The new fire control was 
designed to “force engagement 
between the sear and trigger.”
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The “Business Objective” of the 
contract was “to add design 
characteristics that enhance 
the safety attributes of our 
firearms.”
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The “target cost” per rifle 
was only “$6.00 to $8.00” per 
rifle.

The “target cost” per rifle 
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This is where “the rubber 
meets the road.”   
Unfortunately, the rubber 
was going to meet the road 
only if Remington could 
make a profit on a safer 
design.  
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Efforts were undertaken to 
fix the Fire on Safe 
Release- to force 
engagement by using a “one 
piece trigger (no 
connector)”
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In 2006, Mike Walker’s 1948 
recommendations for a safer 
trigger were finally adopted 
by Remington.
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trigger were finally adopted 
by Remington.



The “Safety Pivoted Link” 
was introduced.  It blocks 
movement “of both the 
trigger and the sear.”
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Article  From  Predator  Xtreme  Magazine,  February  2006  





By the time the Safety Pivoted 
Link was introduced, over 5 
million Remington rifles 
manufactured with the Walker 
Fire Control had been sold.  The 
Model 700 was first introduced in 

1962, 14 years after Remington 
first recognized the potential 
danger of the Walker Fire Control.


