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Remington has engaged in a 
decades-long effort to 
actively conceal the inherent 
defects of the Model 700 rifle 
that cause it to fire in the 
absence of a trigger pull
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In October 2010, national 
television network CNBC ran 
an hour-long documentary on 
the history of the defect
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Remington’s response was 
immediate and fraudulent. 
Allegations made during the 
program were addressed 
individually on Remington’s 
website, 
http://www.remington.com/
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Remington’s internal testing 
history reveals the truth.  
FSR’s and instances of “follow 
down” or “FD” occur.
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Remington  Produced  Document  Bates  #010000150





Remington’s representatives 
have testified to the 
continuing incidence of 
failures during quality 
control testing
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Deposition  of  Derek  Lee  Watkins,  11/10/10



Derek Watkins, Remington’s Director of 
Research and Development, testified 
as follows in 2010
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Customer complaints from the 
field also demonstrate a 
history of FSR’s

Customer complaints from the 
field also demonstrate a 
history of FSR’s

Remington  Produced  Document  Bates  #  REM0034093



Of 133 customer 
complaints of 
FSR over a 6-
month period in 
1979-1980, 44 
were “verified”



In responses to individual 
customer complaints, the 
“party line” is consistently 
echoed

In responses to individual 
customer complaints, the 
“party line” is consistently 
echoed

Remington  Produced  Document  Bates  #  AL007450-53







Although Customers are told 
this can only happen as a result 
of “improper adjustment” or 
“improper maintenance,” 
Remington knows of dangerous 
examples of customer 
complaints

Although Customers are told 
this can only happen as a result 
of “improper adjustment” or 
“improper maintenance,” 
Remington knows of dangerous 
examples of customer 
complaints

Remington  Produced  Document  Bates  #  AL0029765   and  PPS03693



Trigger pull 
forces and sear 
engagement were 
within Remington 
specifications, 
but customer still 
experienced a FSR 
due to “metal 
shavings” that 
“reduced the 
engagement to a 
dangerous level”



This even 
happens with 
“new” rifles





There is no functional 
difference between the 
Model 600 and the Model 700.  
Both contain the “Walker 
Fire Control”

There is no functional 
difference between the 
Model 600 and the Model 700.  
Both contain the “Walker 
Fire Control”

Deposition  of  Remington  Designated  Representative  Derek  Lee  Watkins,  12/9/10







In 1979, while considering the 
recall of the Model 600 for a 
high incidence of FSR’s, 
Remington also considered 
recalling the Model 700
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At the time, there were 
nearly 2,000,000 Model 
700’s in the market
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Remington’s internal 
analysis suggested that 
only 1% of Model 700’s were 
“susceptible” to “tricking”.  
This was precisely the 
problem for which the Model 
600 was recalled.



Remington  Produced  Document  Bates  #  R2543194

“Those guns which are 
capable of being “tricked” 
are dangerous and should 
be modified.”

Remington  Produced  Document  Bates  #  R2543194





In short, Remington decided 
not to spend the money to 
recall the Model 700, since 
by its estimation “only” 
20,000 consumers were at 
risk 
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Instead, Remington “[D]ecided 
to recommend that an 
informational warning 
concerning accidental firing 
and safe gun handling be 
prepared and…communicated to 
the gun handling public”
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Remington  Produced  Document  Bates  #  REM0002566-70





Hill & Knowlton, an outside 
consulting firm, was retained 
and the firm’s suggestions were 
presented in 1979 to the 
Sporting Arms and Ammunition 
Manufacturer’s Institute 
(SAAMI)
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The “public relations campaign” that 
ensued would also benefit Remington 
by reducing “the responsibility of 
manufacturers, wholesalers and 
dealers to product liability suits in 
which contributory negligence of 
the plaintiff or third party may be a 
factor”
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Remington  Produced  Document  Bates  #  REM0002539





Remington pushed forward 
with the “safety advertising” 
to put it in a “stronger 
position legally.” It was not a 
philanthropic effort to 
protect the public.

Remington pushed forward 
with the “safety advertising” 
to put it in a “stronger 
position legally.” It was not a 
philanthropic effort to 
protect the public.

Remington  Confidential  Document





In spite of Remington’s efforts 
to enhance its position relative 
to product liability, internally, 
Remington still referred to 
FSR’s as a “malfunction” when 
discussing designs that would 
fix the problem.
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Remington  Produced  Document  Bates  #  ET56280-82





After decades of customer 
complaints and internal quality 
control testing that 
demonstrated a persistent 
incidence of FSR’s and other 
unintended discharges, Remington 
is still telling consumers it is 
“unaware of the issue.”
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complaints and internal quality 
control testing that 
demonstrated a persistent 
incidence of FSR’s and other 
unintended discharges, Remington 
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“unaware of the issue.”

Remington  Produced  Document  Bates  #  PS7644





Long after realizing that there 
were customer complaints of 
dangerous misfires, Remington 
adopted a records destruction 
policy for test results over the 
objection of the rifle’s 
inventor.

Long after realizing that there 
were customer complaints of 
dangerous misfires, Remington 
adopted a records destruction 
policy for test results over the 
objection of the rifle’s 
inventor.

See  Remington  Produced  Document  Bates  #  R2505324  and  M.H.  Walker  Deposition  Testimony,  pp.  102-104.    





This new policy to destroy 
such records was contrary 
to Remington’s “Records 
Management Program” which 
required permanent 
retention of test records.

This new policy to destroy 
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Between 1974 and 1991, 
Remington experienced 125 
instances in quality control 
testing of “Fire on Safety 
Release” and 375 instances of 
“follow down”.
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“follow down”.

See  Attorney  Work  Product  Summary  of  Remington  Gallery  Testing  ResultsSee  Attorney  Work  Product  Summary  of  Remington  Gallery  Testing  Results





Moreover, Remington’s designated 
representative, Derek Watkins, has 
testified that, since 2002, 100-200 
instances of rifles that fired without 
a trigger pull have occurred in 
gallery testing.  None of the involved 
fire controls were preserved for 
inspection.
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Deposition  of  Rule  30(b)(6)  Representative  Derek  Watkins,  Bledsoe  v.  Remington  Arms,  Inc.,  pp.  81-84Deposition  of  Rule  30(b)(6)  Representative  Derek  Watkins,  Bledsoe  v.  Remington  Arms,  Inc.,  pp.  81-84





In short, long after Remington was 
aware of the prevalence of customer 
complaints of rifles firing without a 
trigger pull, including instances of 
significant personal injury or death 
and accompanying claims and 
litigation, Remington is destroying 
evidence. 
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